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        THINGWALL PRIMARY SCHOOL

HISTORY POLICY DOCUMENT 2021
BASED ON THE NATIONAL CURRICULUM DOCUMENT 2014
THE POWER TO QUESTION IS THE BASIS OF ALL HUMAN PROGRESS.

Indira Gandhi

1. Introduction  
‘A high-quality history education will help pupils gain a coherent knowledge and 

understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world. It should inspire pupils’ 

curiosity to know more about the past. Teaching should equip pupils to ask perceptive 

questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, and develop perspective and 

judgement. History helps pupils to understand the complexity of people’s lives, the 

process of change, the diversity of societies and relationships between different groups, 

as well as their own identity and the challenges of their time.’ 
 (The Curriculum for England; The History Programs of Study. p 2: DfE 2014)


2. Philosophy

‘Thingwall’ derives from the Old Norse þing vollr, meaning 'assembly field', the name indicates that it was once the site of a Germanic ‘thing’.  At Thingwall Primary School, we are an ‘assembly field’ for learning and celebrating our local heritage. We feel that the study of History plays an important part in developing children's awareness and understanding of the world in which they live.  It is hoped that skills, knowledge and attitudes gained in school will continue to inform pupil's lives beyond the school context. Our intent is to nurture children’s curiosity and guide them to become progressively informed, independent thinkers in society. Our school philosophy is expanded upon in our Curriculum Intent for History. 
2
2:1 Aims
In relation to the National Curriculum 2014 our aim at Thingwall is to ensure children develop an enquiring mind, to explore the past and form opinions of their own. We aim to ensure that all pupils: 
· know and understand events in history with some order of chronology from earliest times to the present day and in relation to their own being. 
· have a knowledge and understanding of events, people and changes in the past; how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the wider world. 

·  will develop historical enquiry using a range of evidence sources and interpretations to explore continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends and pose historically-valid questions.
· will gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’, ‘peasantry’ ‘legacy’ and ‘settlement’.
· will organise and communicate their findings in different ways including drama, poetry, art, written narratives and analyses. 
· will gradually make connections between local, regional, national and international history; between cultural, economic, military, political, religious and social history.
3. Planning

At Thingwall we endeavour to plan for effective teaching in History following the Early Years Framework (Understanding of the World: Past and Present aspect 2021) and the National Curriculum at Key Stage 1 and 2 (2014). Our broad curriculum centres around three main strands that are progressively developed through the age groups. These are: 

· Chronological Understanding 

· Skills of constructing and sequencing the past
· Knowledge and Interpretation 

·  Skills to identify differences and similarities, causes and effects, the significance and interpretation of the past.

· Historical Enquiry. 

· Ability to plan and communicate a historical enquiry- ask and respond to questions; use different sources of evidence to support enquiry

The subject is considered as History and not Humanities. Planning includes:

· A Whole School Long Term Overview and Medium Term Lesson Plans. These plans  reflects sequential steps in teaching and learning of each time period alongside highlighted historical vocabulary that shows gradual progression and continuity as children mature and develop their concept of time and expand their range of vocabulary for understanding. VIPERS Reading skills are highlighted denoting where best reading opportunities are made for each Year group. British time periods are taught in Key Stage 2 in a chronological order from Early Settlements to Britain and War in the near present day. Alongside this, time periods in different civilisations is planned for and connections made to British ways of life. In Early Years Foundation Stage 2 and Key Stage 1 historical events and significant people are planned around children’s own experiences and living memory. Connections are then made with aspects of life before living memory, comparing ways of life with our own today. 

· To ensure knowledge is secure (‘our sticky knowledge’), new units of work will begin by the children referring back to our corridor, book or classroom timelines to place a period of time accordingly to help with chronology. Revision questions will be asked to recap on previous learning.  At the start of each lesson, recap questions will remind children of previous knowledge acquired or an opportunity to make links with other periods of time such as making comparisons. At the start of each unit children will discuss what they know already, what they want to find out next, how they will make their historical enquiry and then return at the end of the unit to see what more they have learned.  
· Marking will refer to the historical learning intention of the lesson; where aspects of history is planned cross curricular a decision will be made whether marking for Literacy or historical skills.
· Where possible planning incorporates cross curricular links especially with Reading and Writing but we are to ensure historical knowledge and understanding underpins intentions at these times. For example: Less focus on creative writing in cross curricular and more analytical/ discussion writing if the lesson is planned as a cross curricular history lesson. 
· Local history is woven into the time periods covered and connections made where possible. Eg Victorian Liverpool, Viking influence on Thingwall.  
· Outside specialists or educational visits are planned wherever possible for an enriched unit- museums, guest speaker, secondary school specialists etc. 
4.  Management and Administration
4:1
Role of the Co-ordinator 

       The production, evaluation and revision of the policy document for history. 
· Working with teachers to produce a structured scheme of work that covers the requirements of the New National Curriculum 2014. 
· Ensure that the scheme of work covers the diversity of pupils' abilities with the school and promote progression from one year to the next.

· Monitor the teaching and learning at FS2 and both Key Stages.

· Enable staff, governors and parents to take part in the relevant training.

· Provision of up-to-date information for all staff on matters relating to history and geography.

· Provision of guidance to staff in planning for history.

· Budgeting for resources and distribution.

4:2 Teaching and Learning styles 
A variety of teaching methods will be used in the delivery of the history curriculum from whole class teaching to small group activities.  A significant number of activities should be investigative in nature and linked to personal experience wherever possible to relate to time and change. Children will be encouraged to plan and carry out their own research using, where appropriate, a wide range of resources including:

· written sources, such as books, archive records, maps, newspapers, letters, diaries, etc.

· visual sources such as maps, photographs, artefacts, posters, paintings, buildings and sites, videos and I.C.T. resources.

· oral sources such as tape recorded interviews

Pupils must be encouraged to:

· consider possible reasons for different versions of events

· raise questions

· communicate and record their findings orally, visually, in writing and be given opportunities, where appropriate, to develop and apply their I.C.T. skills

· discuss and debate issues using taught vocabulary connected to their specific time period
4:3
Role of Additional Adult Support

The developing role of Learning Support Assistants and Support Assistants will be important in the support of the curriculum.  Such adult support will require that they will

· know the objectives of each lesson and steps forward. 
· have a clear role in support of the lesson/ activity
· agree ground rules with the class teacher

· be actively engaged in the lesson, modelling historical language wherever possible
· feedback any significant observations

5.
Special Educational Needs:  

Planning for pupils with special educational needs must take account of the type and extent of the difficulty experienced by the pupil. In many cases the action necessary to respond to individual requirements will be met through greater differentiation of tasks and materials.

5:1
 Inclusion:

When planning, teachers will modify, as necessary the N.C. programmes of study to provide all pupils with relevant and appropriately challenging work at each key stage, in order to provide a more inclusive curriculum which:

Sets suitable learning challenges

Responds to pupils' diverse learning needs

Overcomes potential barriers to learning and assessment for individuals and groups of pupils.

6. 
Progression
Key skills have been identified and we plan for progression by:

· gradual extension of historical language and content to include different places, time periods, environments and human behaviour. 

· increasing the complexity of the phenomenon studied and the tasks set;

· the use of more generalised knowledge and abstract ideas;

· increasing the precision required in practical and intellectual tasks;

· increasing awareness and understanding of social and political issues involving different attitudes and values.
Staff will use Thingwall’s Assessment Focus for the Progression of Skills document which assesses knowledge and skills across Chronological Understanding, Knowledge and Interpretation and Historical Enquiry in order to see progress across school being made. 
 7. Assessment recording and reporting

‘By the end of each key stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the matters, skills and processes specified in the relevant programme of study. ‘   (DfE 2014). 

7:1 Assessment: 
Historical skills will be assessed using Thingwall’s Assessment Focus for the Progression of Skills taken from the National Curriculum Aims, Weaving Skills and Knowledge Focus document at the end of a unit. This progression of skills is incorporated in our medium term plans, showing a graduated progression through the age groups. 
Teacher Assessment will be made by collating evidence such as observations, pupil voice and children’s work throughout the units and a final decision made at the end of the unit. 

In house Foundation Subject Assessments are recorded as: 

WORKING TOWARDS EXPECTED:

Working towards:         

some pupils will not have

made so much progress

EXPECTED/ MASTERY:

Achieving objective:     

most pupils will

WORKING at GREATER DEPTH

[image: image1]Working beyond:

some pupils will have 

progressed further
7:2
 Annual Record: Books and examples of children’s work from different ability groups  will be kept from the previous cohort  by the class teacher to show range, depth, continuity and progression of the historical aspects taught and will be used for moderation and monitoring purposes in a whole school approach
7:3
Annual Reports: Parents receive an annual report stating their child's progress in history.  Further discussion can also take place at Parents' Evenings.
8.    Health and Safety
All class visits and field work activities will be carried out using the strict guidelines laid down in the Whole School Health and Safety Policy and updates of Health and Safety Executive. 

9.  Multicultural

In the study of history, pupils will be introduced to a variety of different beliefs and cultures and will be encouraged to develop respect and understanding for the rights and way of life of other peoples. In recognising our own particular cultural achievements, it is intended that pupils increase their own knowledge and understanding of cultural developments through a variety of resources and experiences. (Ref. Multicultural Society Statement-School Prospectus).
In addition, Black History Month is dedicated to the whole school timetable in October where each class will take a separate focus of significant individuals or events in time and findings are celebrated as a whole school. 
10.
 Equal Opportunities
Through the sensitive delivery of the History curriculum, we would ensure that there is equality of opportunity for all children to reach their potential. History can contribute to the elimination of racism, sexism and all forms of unfair discrimination in society, leading pupils to a greater understanding of the global community and promoting equality. Curriculum resources are carefully screened to protect the interests of equal opportunities and to guard against negative messages unless this is part of historical enquiry to highlight how society has changed in attitude over time.  (Ref. Equal Opportunities Statement- School Prospectus)

11.
 Resources
Class teachers will hold on to specific resources related to their year group’s long term plan. Such resources will include artefacts and photographs. Larger resources will be ordered prior to the topics from the Wirral School Library Services. I.C.T resources are stored on Purple Mash in the I.C.T. suite.

12.
 Review Strategy
This policy will be reviewed regularly to ensure it meets the needs of the staff and the pupils.  Resources will be added to and updated to meet staff requirements where appropriate.
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