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1. Introduction  
Our school policy on delivering the Geography curriculum to children at Thingwall is a reflection of the statutory requirements from the Department of Education and advice to future generations from Sir David Attenborough, October 2019.  
A high-quality geography education should inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people that will remain with them for the rest of their lives. Teaching should equip pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people, resources and natural and human environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes. As pupils progress, their growing knowledge about the world should help them to deepen their understanding of the interaction between physical and human processes, and of the formation and use of landscapes and environments. Geographical knowledge, understanding and skills provide the frameworks and approaches that explain how the Earth’s features at different scales are shaped, interconnected and change over time. 
 (The Curriculum for England; The Geography Programs of Study. p 1: DfE 2013)

and 

You can do more and more and more the longer you live, but the best motto to think about is not waste things. Don’t waste electricity, don’t waste paper, don’t waste food. Live the way you want to live but just don’t waste. Look after the natural world, and the animals in it, and the plants in it too. This is their planet as well as ours. Don’t waste them.
(Sir David Attenborough October 2019, The Guardian. Reporter Kate Abbott)


2. Philosophy

At Thingwall Primary School, we feel that the study of Geography plays an important part in developing children's awareness and understanding of the world in which we all live. We believe that starting with our locality and the experiences we have here, it makes learning relevant, personal and sets the foundations for further exploration of the world; making comparisons, developing geographical skills, exploring reasons and attitudes for change, promoting better protection for our world  locally, nationally and worldwide.
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       IMPLEMENTATION
2:1 Aims
In relation to the National Curriculum 2014 and our school pledge to protect our planet, our aim at Thingwall is to ensure children develop an enquiring mind, explore the world, locally, nationally and worldwide so that they can form their own opinions and ideas to help improve our world of the future.

 For this to happen we aim to ensure that all pupils: 
· develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places – both terrestrial and marine – including their defining physical and human characteristics and how these provide a geographical context for understanding the actions of processes 
· understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world, how these are interdependent and how they bring about spatial variation and change over time 
· are competent in the geographical skills needed to:-collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical processes

· interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS) 
· communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length.

3. Planning

At Thingwall we endeavour to plan for effective teaching in Geography following guidance from The Department for Education’s Geography Programs of Study 2014 (Key stage 1&2) and EYFS Profile ELGs 13 & 14~people and communities and the world.  The subject is considered as a single subject in KS1 & 2 of skills and knowledge called Geography, not Humanities. However, at times History and Geography may intertwine at stages of exploration as the two may affect each other. Other cross curricular opportunities may also intertwine, notably Maths and science. 
Geography planning includes:

· A whole School Long Term Map which incorporates a gradual progression of skills in compass and mapwork, local fieldwork foci around the Wirral Peninsula, weather foci, location of landmarks locally, in other counties and regions, across oceans and continents and deeper studies that compare and contrast different locations around the world. Additionally, we have a whole school project Coast2Country in the summer term in conjunction with our soft federation schools, local business and Ranger services where we contribute to making our local communities more environmental friendly.
· Medium Term Plans are written in detail so that they can be used as Short Term Plans with annotation. Wherever possible, lessons will open with a question for children to discuss, explore or investigate.  Before an entire unit has been planned for, staff will offer an opportunity to discuss what children may want to explore further and a chance for existing knowledge to be observed to inform future planning. 
· Short Term Plans are annotations on Medium Term Plans These plans ensure that all children can access the geography curriculum, taking into account all ages and abilities with regard to the principles of inclusion. Additional support or extension is also annotated here on the Short Term Plan. 

· Marking will refer to the geographical learning intention of the lesson; where aspects of geography is planned in a cross-curricular approach, a decision will be made whether marking is for geographical skills or other E.G: maths data handling, science- cause and effect etc.
· Using the locality to deliver geographical knowledge and pursue skills will be planned as much as possible to make learning relevant. 
· Outside specialists or educational visits are planned when possible for an enriched unit- guest speakers, secondary school specialists, Ranger service, local businesses, local farms, Chester Zoo etc. Outside agencies will also be invited to participate in our summer term Coast2 Country community projects. 
4.  Management and Administration
4:1
Role of the Co-ordinator 

       The production, evaluation and revision of the policy document for geography. 
· Keep subject leadership file with relevant information on policy, moderation, data and evidencing examples of work.

· Working with teachers to produce a structured scheme of work that covers the requirements of the new National Curriculum 2014. 
· Ensure that the scheme of work covers the diversity of pupils' abilities with the school and promote progression from one year to the next.

· Monitor the teaching and learning at FS2 and both Key Stages 1 & 2.

· Enable staff, governors and parents to take part in the relevant training.

· Provision of up-to-date information for all staff on matters relating to geography.
· Termly Report to Governors on the development of geography. 
· Provision of guidance to staff in planning for geography.

· When financially permit able, order resources, justify requisition orders to POTs or arrange library loan services based on audit of present resources and staff requests to deliver the geography curriculum effectively.
4:2 Teaching and Learning styles 
A variety of teaching methods will be used in the delivery of the geography curriculum from whole class teaching to small group activities.  A significant number of activities should be investigative in nature and linked to personal experience or locality wherever possible to make learning relevant and in perspective of the wider world. Children will be encouraged to plan and carry out their own research using, where appropriate, a wide range of resources including:

· written sources, such as books, archive records, aerial maps, ordinance survey grids, Google Earth, photographs, artefacts, measuring equipment such as air quality filters, sensors, wind gauges  and computing resources.

· Fieldwork on placement EG: looking at local soils, rocks, rivers, weather climates, significant Wirral landmarks in parks, coastal paths, Hilbre Island and residential trips to Burwardsley and Conway.
Pupils must be encouraged to:

· consider possible reasons for cause, change and effect upon physical and human geography
· raise relevant questions through whole school VIPERS approach
· communicate and record their findings orally, visually, in writing and be given opportunities, where appropriate, to develop and apply their computing skills

· discuss and debate issues

4:3
Role of Additional Adult Support

The developing role of Learning Support Assistants and Support Assistants will be important in the support of the curriculum.  Such adult support will require that they will

· know the objectives of each lesson and steps forward. 
· have a clear role in support of the lesson/ activity
· agree ground rules with the class teacher

· be actively engaged in the lesson

· feedback any significant observations
5.
Special Educational Needs:  

Planning for pupils with special educational needs must take account of the type and extent of the difficulty experienced by the pupil. In many cases the action necessary to respond to individual requirements will be met through greater differentiation of tasks and materials or work may be aimed at a mixed ability arrangement for peer support.
5:1
 Inclusion:

When planning, teachers will modify, as necessary the N.C. programmes of study and ELG 13 & 14 to provide all pupils with relevant and appropriately challenging work at each Key Stage, in order to provide a more inclusive curriculum which:

Sets suitable learning challenges

Responds to pupils' diverse learning needs

Overcomes potential barriers to learning and assessment for individuals and groups of pupils.

6. 
Progression
Key skills have been identified and we plan for progression by:

· gradual extension of content to include different places, time periods, environments and human behaviour. 

· increasing the complexity of mapping skills such as 4 and 6 figure grid referencing, four and eight point compass. 
· increasing the precision required in practical and intellectual tasks;

· increasing awareness and understanding of social and political issues involving different attitudes and values. EG Fair Trade, Plastic Planet, Reuse, Recycle, Reduce campaign.
7.  Health and Safety
All class visits and field work activities will be carried out using the strict guidelines laid down in the Whole School Health and Safety Policy and updates of Health and Safety Executive. 

8.  Multicultural

In the study of geography, pupils will be introduced to a variety of different cultures and will be encouraged to develop respect and understanding for the rights and way of life of other peoples. In recognising our own particular cultural achievements, it is intended that pupils increase their own knowledge and understanding of cultural developments through a variety of resources and experiences. (Ref. Multicultural Society Statement-School Prospectus)

9.
 Equal Opportunities
We would ensure that there is equality of opportunity for all children to reach their potential. Geography can better inform children of people and places of the world to convey similarities and differences, acceptance of different cultures and routines. Geography can contribute to the elimination of racism, sexism and all forms of unfair discrimination in society, leading pupils to a greater understanding of the global community and promoting equality. Curriculum resources are carefully screened to protect the interests of equal opportunities and to guard against negative messages unless this is part of historical enquiry to highlight how society has changed in attitude over time.  (Ref. Equal Opportunities Statement- School Prospectus)

10.
 Resources
Class teachers will hold on to specific resources related to their year group’s long term plan. Such resources will include artefacts and photographs. Larger resources will be ordered prior to the topics from the Wirral School Library Services. IT resources are stored on Purple Mash in the IT suite. Larger maps are stored in a map basin bin in the staffroom. Other resources may be accessed on site at residential campus. 
IMPACT
11.. Assessment recording and reporting

‘By the end of each key stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the matters, skills and processes specified in the relevant programme of study. ‘   (DfE 2014). 
Through Thingwall’s intent and implementation of a relevant, localised geography curriculum that extends beyond the Wirral Peninsula to apply skills and knowledge to explore unfamiliar continents and oceans, children will be able to demonstrate curiosity and fascination about the world and its people. Knowledge gained will help them understand how our world has evolved and continues to evolve. This knowledge will inform children’s conscious thought so that we do not waste our Planet but in fact nurture it for an even better future that will impact upon them for the rest of their lives. Impact will be evidenced through our end of unit assessments, through examples of children’s work and from pupils’ voice. 
11.1 Assessment: Assessment will be done primarily by observing pupils at work, by questioning, talking and listening to them, and by examining the work they produce.  Only where necessary will specific assessment tasks be set.  Informal assessment will form an important part of the planning and recording process- progress will be reported on a school half termly / end of unit progress sheet. 
In house Foundation Subject Assessments are recorded as: 

WORKING TOWARDS EXPECTED:

Working towards:         

some pupils will not have

made so much progress

EXPECTED/ MASTERY:

Achieving objective:     

most pupils will

WORKING at GREATER DEPTH

Working beyond:

some pupils will have 

progressed further
11.2
 Annual Record: Books and examples of children’s work from different ability groups  will be kept from the previous cohort  by the class teacher to show range, depth, continuity and progression of the geographical aspects taught and will be used for moderation and monitoring purposes in a whole school approach
11:3
Annual Reports: Parents receive an annual report stating their child's progress in geography.  Further discussion can also take place at Parents' Evenings.

12.
 Review Strategy
This policy will be reviewed regularly to ensure it meets the needs of the staff and the pupils.  Resources will be added to and updated to meet staff requirements where appropriate.
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